
Study Guide



About 
the Reif
The Reif Center is more than 
a building.

With two auditoriums, four 
studio classrooms, an art 
gallery, and multiple practice 
rooms, it provides access for 
people of all ages to explore 
and exhibit their artistic 
talents.

The Reif Arts Council 
proudly produces Reif 
Education programming 
including Reif Dance and 
Theatre Education.

The Reif Center is home to 
the Grand Rapids Players 
and the Itasca Orchestra and 
Strings program. It is the 
venue for concerts of school 
bands and choirs.

The lobby gallery is curated 
by MacRostie Art Center and 
exhibits professional artists’ 
work as well as multiple 
student showcases from area 
schools each year.

In addition to supporting all 
of these regional programs, 
the Reif presents a series of 
events each year, bringing 
theatre, dance, and music 
from around the world to 
our community.

Going to the Theater
Please encourage your children to visit the rest rooms before the show begins. It is 
disruptive to visit the rest rooms during a live performance.

We recommend that you provide your children with some guidelines of things to 
look at and listen for during the performance.

“Going to the Theatre Watching a live performance is very different than watching 
television or going to the movies. When you see a live performance you play a part 
too! Your role is an audience member. As an audience member you should obey 
the following instructions. . . (You may also want to encourage your children to 
add to this list.)”

Children should be encouraged to:
A. Watch the performers.

B. Listen to the music.

C. Look at the costumes and set designs.

D. Laugh when they see the performers do something funny.

E. Clap to show the performers that they are enjoying the performance when the 
performance has finished. It is customary to applaud when the performers take a bow.

Children should be encouraged NOT to:
A. Talk or make noise because they might miss something important.

B. Chew gum or eat because it is disruptive to others and makes a mess at the theater.

C. Leave their seats before the lights go on because this is very distracting to their 
neighbors.

D. Bring phones in the theater because this is disruptive to the dancers and other 
members of the audience.

Whose Portrait is hanging in the lobby?

LOIS GILDEMEISTER
The first director of the Reif Center was Lois 
Gildemeister, who was the greatest champion for 
the creation of a performing arts center in Grand 
Rapids. It was Lois’ determination and vision that 
lead the community to come together and realize 
this dream.

MYLES REIF
Myles Reif, for whom the center is named, was a 
former president of Blandin Paper Company who 
believed in investing in the arts and education. 
Thanks to his contributions, there is a place for 
generations of artists to develop and share their craft.












